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considering whether there do not, after all, He in the
dual character of this initial f)hase of European
Romanticism factors which minimize and discount
much of the acute antagonism that developed in the
later time. Such an examination has, in fact, tended
to show me how unsubstantial are certain antagonisms
which we have long taken on trust; and how different
the antithesis sometimes is from that which was so
readily accepted by our predecessors.
It is not easy to be brief; for the problems involved
are large and complicated. It would require much
time to deal with them adequately, and to explore all
their possible consequences* I can only to-day ask
your permission to adumbrate a few aspects of the
matter, as they have presented themselves to me.
To speak of differences implies, of course, defini-
tions. But I am not going to be tempted to enter on
the thorny path of trying to define either Classicism or
Romanticism.1 The leader of the first Romantic
School in Germany, Friedtich Schlegcl, is said to have
compiled a volume of considerable si^e, the theme of
which was the definition of Romanticism ; and in 1824
we find a French Romantic writer, Emile Deschamps,
wearily sighing that, even at that early date, so many
people had defined Romanticism. A hundred years
ago Romanticism could not be defined ; and we have
not arrived at a satisfactory definition yet. In point
of fact, I do not think that a precise definition, even if
it were attainable, would matter very essentially. In
recent years a large number of books have appeared in
England and America, as well as on the Continent,
dealing with the nature of Romanticism2; for the
most part, they have warily fought shy of definition,
but they have all, more or less, helped us to understand
«
1 Cp. Paul Kaufman, "Defining Romanticism; A Survey and a Pro-
gram", in Modern Language Notes> XL, 1925, pp. 193 £ and the literature
there passed in review* 1 trust that Mr Kaufman's article is the forerunner
of a larger study, of which It appears to hold out the promise,
3 I have dealt with some of these in a short article/4 New Interpretations
of Romanticism", in Discovery > I, 1920, pp. 332 ff.

